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Akpes language 


Akpes (Abesabesi) is a dialect cluster spoken in Nigeria that forms 
a branch of the Volta-Niger languages. Its dialects are Akunnu, Ase, 
Daja, Efifa, Esuku, Gedegede, Ikorom, Ibaram and Iyani. It may be 
closest to the Edoid languages 

The ASJP 4.0 classifies Akpes as most closely related to the Ukaan 
language 
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Distribution 


Akpes 


Abesabesi 

Native to 

Nigeria 

Region 

Ondo State 

Native speakers 

(10,000 cited 
1992)1 1 1 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic- 
Congo 

- Volta-Niger 

- Akpes 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

ibe 

Glottolog 

akpel248 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/akpel2 
48) PI 


According to Ethnologue, Akpes is spoken in: 

■ Ekiti state 

■ Ondo sta te: Ako ko North E ast and Akoko North West LGAs 

■ Kogi state: ljumu LGA 

Abesabesi is spoken in the 9 communities of Ibaram(u), Iyani, Ekirdmi (Ikaram(u), Ase, Akpes, Gedegede, 
Esuku, Daja, and Iludotun.^ 

Varieties 


Varieties of Abesabesi are:^ 

■ Ekiroml (spoken in Ikaramu and Ase) 

■ Akpes (spoken in Akunu and lludotun in Ajowa) 

■ lluenl (spoken in ]baram(u), Iyani, Gedegede) 

■ Esuku (spoken in Esuku, Daja) 

Names and locations 



























Below is a list of language names, populations, and locations from Blench (2019) 


Language 

Location(s) 

Alternate 

spellings 

Own name 
for 

language 

Endonym(s) 

Other 

names 

(location- 

based) 

Other 
names for 
language 

Speakers 

Akpes 

cluster 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA 







Akpes 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Akunnu, and Ajowa 
towns 


Akpes 


Akunnu 



Ase 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Ase town 







Daja 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Ajowa town 


Daja 

Daja 



5,000 

Efifa 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Ajowa town 







Esuku 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Ajowa town 

Echuku 






Gedegede 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Gedegede town 







Ibaram 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Ibaram town 







Ikorom 

Ondo State, Akoko North 
LGA, Ikaram town 

Ikaram 




Ikeram, 

Ikaramu 

5,000- 

8,000 

(1986) 

lyani 









See also 


■ Akpes word lists (Wiktionary) 


Further reading 


■ Ibrahim-Arirabiyi, Femi 1989. A comparative reconstruction of Akpes lects. MA. Department of 
Linguistics and Nigerian Languages, University of Port Harcourt. 

■ Agoyi, Taiwo Odeyemi 1997. The category of number and the genetic classification of Ekirdmi. 
Seminar paper, University of Morin. 

■ Ayoola O.J. 1986. Aspects of the Phonology of Daja. BA long essay, University of llorin. 

■ Raji, B.T. 1986. Aspects of the phonology of Ikaramu. BA long essay, University of llorin. 
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External links 


■ Abesabesi language blog (http://abesabesi.blogspot.com/) 

■ Collection Abesabesj_(https://elar.soas.ac.uk/Collection/MPI1207813) - ELAR, SOAS, 
University of London 

■ Abesabesi language documentation and maintenance (https://www.yumpu.eom/en/document/v 
iew/26760104/abesabesi-language-documentation-and-maintenance) 
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